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Summary

Protection of Intellectual Property rights is an important matter worldwide and Georgia is no ex-
ception to it. Georgia has to undertake more actions due to the current European integration pro-
cess, to bring the national legislation and practice in accordance with the international standards.

By signing the Association Agreement Georgia has agreed to take upon various responsibilities.
Improving and developing the legislation and practical implementation of Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) is one of those responsibilities.

The objective of the following research is to review the international background including ana-
lyzing international and European IPR protection mechanisms. In addition, the research discuss-
es obligations and reforms undertaken by Georgia after the signature of the Association Agree-
ment and accordingly provides analysis of the newly granted IP rights and use of these rights
among the Georgian citizens.

The research describes legislative amendments adopted between 2010 and 2018 in the field of
intellectual property rights. The emphasis is made on amendments to the Procedural Code of
Georgia that are directed towards introducing procedural implementation norms. Within each
law, the protection mechanisms of respective IP rights were introduced and specified. In addi-
tion, the legislator determined the cases where it is possible to order monetary compensation
and adopted tools to calculate monetary damages, as well as other features that contribute to the
effective protection of IP rights.

Overall, reforms undertaken by the Georgian government are being positively evaluated by the
European Union. Nowadays, Georgian IP legislation is in accordance with the international and
European laws. Nevertheless, the following research identifies various gaps that challenge the
practical implementation of the law in relation to the copyright protection within the internet,
and cause public’s mistrust for the judiciary and apathetic attitude towards the IP rights’ protec-
tion. The public is not aware of the benefits other countries receive through the protection of in-
tellectual property. Various international studies demonstrate that the issue is not the law, rather
than the existence (or lack thereof) of practical tools for its implementation.

The research provides a number of recommendations that address the identified gaps and reflect
the international best practices. The below recommendations are directed towards the actors
within the field of IPR for them to strengthen cooperation to address the lack of implementation
mechanisms, raise public’s awareness of potential benefits derived from the protection of IPRs,
promote the active engagement of private sector on every level of decision-making, support the
capacity building of judiciary, regulate IPRs in the internet, and take other actions that will en-
hance Georgia’s ties with the EU.

The study is based on qualitative research methods and discusses both primary and secondary
sources of information.
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